
St. Odilia Social Justice Ministry Area Council 
Minutes 08-17-2021 

Name Attending? 

Y/N 
Name Attending? 

Y/N 
Beth Aune Y Phil Aune Y 
Kim Kahat N Steve Kahat Y 
Sheba Fernandez Y John Hunt – PLC Rep Y 
Blaine Mably - Chair Y Bonnie Miller Y 
Marlene Rink Y Bernie Wiwel - Recorder Y 
PLC Rep – Vicky Cherne, Troy 

Gregory or Amparo Garcia 
Troy  Gregory   

 

Opening Prayer 

Review of Last Minutes 

 Last minutes were approved with the addition of some corrections that were needed. 

PLC Update 

 John gave PLC update and mentioned that discussion with the worship MACs indicated there 

should not be conflicts with any plans of holding the winter Just Faith program during lent 

season. 

Evangelization / Education 

Review of Summer Faith and Racial Healing Program 

 Reviewed effectiveness of time and group size: 

◦ The current study group appears to have a wider range of opinions than the last go around and 

could be a sign that the program is reaching a bigger audience. 

◦ The tandem in-person and virtual attendance has been both good and bad.  On the good side, 

easier and more flexible for people to attend, but on the bad side there can be a disconnect 

between the virtual and in person groups. 

 Immersion experience (supposed to happen this weekend, but not happening).  Current options: 

◦ MN African American and Black history museum  

◦ St Peter Clavier (maybe too short to organize) 

 Discussed guest speaker options: 

◦ Mike Rios from Catholic Charities 

◦ Adam Fitzpatrick from Center for Mission 



◦ Vivian from ISAIAH 

Marlene’s Report of Meeting with Fr Erich 

 Marlene discussed with Fr Erich about the possibility of starting a relationship with St. Peter 

Clavier. 

 Fr. Erich is interested in the possibility of our parish staring a relationship with other parishes.  

He is getting us a contact with St. Peter Clavier with an avenue to allow us to interact with their 

SJC. 

 Other thoughts in this direction were discussed such as getting involved with more interfaith 

activities and ecumenical relationships. 

 Marlene also brought up the idea of holding panel discussions as a way to attract more 

involvement from the parish.  

The Conversation Continues Group 

 This group still needs to work out a concrete purpose or encourage people to discern their own 

direction. 

 The initial goal of this was to keep talking and educating about the racial justice/equity issues.  

But this is currently being debated.  (Could this become like a respect life group, not a council but 

a group within the Parish?) 

 Blaine wonders if the conversation continues group could be a good resource for working with a 

sister parish group. 

Endowment Grant Request Due Sept 13 

 There has been a $10K bequest to faith and racial healing but this is not counted yet. 

 Sheba raised possible need to respond in some way to the Afghan refugees and Haiti earthquake.  

These would be good to collaborate with pastoral care. 

 Should contact Fr Tim and Amparo for HLC collaboration on requests. 

 Main requests decided upon: 

◦ Womens life care center in little Canada (for respect life request) 

◦ Just Faith program 

Closing Prayer 


